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Back in 1843, when Robert A. Lovett’
bw.ets Assmtant Secretaly of War for Air, ;

more respected mapn. and better liked

lost none of hlsipopular appeal in the
last eight years N ’
In 1938, the year of Mumch, our

| Army boasted’only 1,773 planes and an {

) air personnel of 2,079 officers’ and men.
i Mr Lovett took ofﬁce as air. secretaly in
1940 By 1942 thls country was pro-

. ducing 30,000 pilots a year' and 47,000
planes. The Air Corps lncreased to:
2,225,000 officers and men Mr Lovett'

diselaimed personal credxt for'thls phe-
nomenal growth. He calleg attentlon to
the contmbutions of Secretary of- War

{ Stimson, of General Marshall,. theny

chief of staff, and Géneral Arnold. Yet
| Mr. Lovett headed this partlcular de-
' partment, and others attributed much
of the achievement: to his leadershvp

investment banker. But he was back in
{ Washington in‘1947 to serve under’'Gen-
{ eral Marshall as his Under’ Secretary of
State. He went out of office -with iMar-
shall in 1949 and came back at the:lat-
ter’s request -when the General"was

| recalled by President “Prumat *t6 be-
{ come Secletary of Defense. In. all the

| public’ offices he -has held Mr. Lovett

Those who know him well say that
to “begin with, he Yhas."a first-class

| mind. _He took a- BA. at Yale then
{ went on to Harvard te do graduate work |
| in law and.business- administration. He_

was elected fo Phi Beta Kappa. Added
to that is personal courage, He. ‘served
asa bomber pilot it the ‘navy “Air Corps
in World War I, won a Navy Cross and.
| came out a lieutenant commander
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fsomeone said of him, “There’s not a|

man in ‘Washington.” The unanimity }
with which he has been hailed as suc- |
cessor to General Marshall as Secré- ¢
tary of Défense suggests that he has |

In.1945 Mr.*Lovett retired {0 New |
York to resume his profesSion as an !

has glven general satisfaction.’ What is i
1 the secret of his success?

Hls colleagues descrxbe him - -as. bemg
thoughtful, highly mtelhgent thorough
and tenacious. General Arnold ornice- at-
tributed his outstanding . ablllty t.o"
&'his business background andhis *av1é‘ :
tion background, plus plenty of good
] sound horse sense.” While he was in col-
; lege he once did some intensive re-:
| search work for a paper on Shakespearel
| which astonished his fellow undetgrad-;'
uates. One of them remarked.that he
didn’t believe Bob was particularly in-
terested in Shakespeare. “It’s just that
when he starts to find out something.
about anything, boy, he finds out every-f
thing!”

Numerous instances have been cxted
to show his enthusiasm for any problem,
‘from helping a friend.with a cold to ex-
panding the nation’s Air Force. “He was
a fool for anything insoluble,’. said- one
of his friends. Apparently he still is.
He has Been described also as “Just
lapping up disaster.” .

‘Fortunately for a man in public life
in Washington today he has a sense of
humor. He once’ described the organ-
ization of the old Army Air Corps when
he first found it as being like nothing
so much as a bowl of spaghetti. Lovett's
taste in neckties is somber Asked by
Gen. Walter Bedell Smith - I ‘he
would Wwear a-gay necktie we1e one,
supplied him he said he would. General
Smith sent him one decorated with
dancing hula girls. Lovett lived up td]
his agreement. But he wore the necktie
only once. He said' having the hula
'gxrlsf under hlS chin took -his mmd off
his work. 1

Those who have ‘served under Mr.
JLovett say he has‘a remarkable faculty,
1 for getting people to work for and withf{
L
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r'xm He soon has ‘them 'thinking he |

{is “the greatest guy” around. It is not
done by idle flattery. He gives his sub-
ordinates full credit for their contri-
bution, but only after he has been
convinced they deserve it. )

His associates believe that, his magic
charm rents on the simple fact that he
}s modest, and forthright, that he is
#hot self-seeking and that he has no ax
to grind. While he is naturally genial,
}he can. be tough when need be and
never more so than when he has found
sémebody trying to chisel on Govern-
ment contracts.

As.an old airman Mr. Lovett has been
Lan enthusiastic supporter of that arm
of "the service. Testifying before a
‘cohgressional committee he once de-
clared that air power “is about as cheap
a way of buyli’lg national security insur-
{ance as thel;e is.” He' added for good
niéasure, “Nothing is more dange;tous
than a one-shot air force.” Hlesympathy

however.accompanied by a certam sen- |,

.sible restraint.

i “One- observer, summmg“pp his out- "

.standmg tralts, markedv him), .as; bemg
experlenced senmble;;respected -«popu-
lar mformed"‘ismart gentle “tough,
i ean and ‘q?(:onSIderate »’ From “this
£ L\wrutues Mr. Lovett ought ‘to
come D with, the right  quality for
‘whateverliproblem* confronts him.
F.F.B.
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